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 CAR/SAM Regional Committee for Bird/Wildlife Hazard Prevention

Database conflict related to Bird Hazard.
The Airport Operator has a variety of techniques to reduce the risk of bird ingestion by aircraft, beginning with the Environment Management and Site Modification.
    green areas management,

    pest control,

    garbage disposal dumps reduction,

    artificial or natural waters management,

    etc.,

 

including population control, by means of

 

· capture or killing of specimens, or 

· use of Falconry and dogs,

 

and artificial intervention on bird’s behavior by using
     frightening electronic devices, or

     lightening devices (experimental phase).

 

The use of databases is not a very widespread tool but it is very important to compile information. Throughout many International Seminars that deal with the subject, some airport representatives  made endless complaints about Bird ingestion notifications (IBIS) that were not submitted, even more if they did not affect the flight or the airship. The denial of information weakens the Operators action in many ways. There are myths that say that the forms are extensive or that the pilot doesn’t know when the ingestion happened. Although these arguments have certain dose of reality, it is possible to do an extensive list of excuses of why do IBIS reports are not made; yet the results are always the same.

If we take a look at the IBIS publication on a certain Airfield we would remain very calm to see that the incidence of ingestion is very low related to the quantity of daily operations developed in that place, but we would be falling down in a false calmness. How can we solve this problem that affect us? How can we get along without such valuable information? How can we force the pilots to collect the notifications? These are questions that often have no answers, but we have to deal with these complaints and questions, we must use all the ingenuity that allows us to know what is happening in our Aerodrome

The Airport Operator is responsible for creating tools with the information technology support and put them online, that is to say each airport representative must be the captain of an imaginary aircraft that in view of any abnormality of this nature makes a notification

For that matter we must have a database with all the important events that go on the Airfield. All this information will be valuable for Bird Control responsible to know how to proceed.

Certainly, you will be asking yourself what to put in these reports, here are some examples that will help you: 

During a runway inspection, two dead birds were found on the threshold, the technicians notified this and the Bird Control responsible made a report of the event. They proceeded to collect the carcasses, identified them and visually checked the aircraft standing on the apron. They found bloodstains on the leading edge of one of the aircraft wing, so they proceeded to notify the aircraft operator so as to make a full inspection to detect any possible damage. Even if this ingestion wouldn’t be notified, it will become part of the Airport Operator Statistic. Another case was for example when personnel repairing the Airport perimeter fence detected the presence of a large flock of birds. They reported this incident in order to proceed to drive the birds off. This leads us to conclude that anyone can prevent an ingestion or help with the information to use the best tools to reduce Bird Hazard. 

As for having the database on line, it is important to use all the technological tools, to be precise what happens in the field will be reflected in the computer, the occurrence and the result of this event, either by the presence of fauna, specimens finding or possible Bird strikes or ingestion. If we have a good database we can have good statistics, consequently this will provide us real and accurate information on our airports.

All the previously mentioned don’t replace IBIS System, which remains being the most comprehensive and effective service, that not only lets us know what happens to the aircraft outside the airport but is more a complement measure to combat Bird.

