Birds and Animals of the American Airports  


Coragyps atratus  - Black Vulture: Feeds on carrion – usually soars high – rather gregarious – Often seen standing in a spread-winged stance - Clutch size can vary from one to two eggs, white or spotted shell – big – Its plumage is mainly black, featherless and black head – Long and broad wings – Strong legs – No talons – Males and Females are similar.
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Polyborus plancus – Southern Caracara: Feeds on carrion – very terrestrial bird – Usually runs – Has a semi- crest – Black crowned – Long and dull wings  - Long tail, whitish with black tip –Dented beak – Tarsus with no plumage – With claws – Spotted eggshell – Frequent different environments
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Milvago chimango – The Chimango Caracara: Feeds on carrion – Smaller than the Polyborus plancus (Southern Caracara) – More pale – brownish-gray  – whitish Tail with dark brown terminal band – Whitish legs - Dented beak – Tarsus with no plumage – With claws – Spotted eggshell – Frequents different environments.
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Vanellus chilensis - 
Southern Lapwing: Has a loud and harsh call – Rounded wings with spurs – Aggressive character, specially when defending its territory – Big head - thin nuchal crest and black chest – upper breast and throat is black with a white border, the rest of the under-parts are white - eye ring, legs and beak are reddish – Nests in the ground – Lays 2 to 4 spotted eggs  – It is commonly seen in short-grass areas.
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Egretta alba – Great Egret: Slow flight with its neck retracted – Gregarious – Breeds in colonies –lays 3 or 4 eggs – White – Long and yellow bill – Long and Black legs – frequents aquatic environments and surroundings.
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Phalacrocorax olivaceus - Neotropic Cormorant or Olivaceous Cormorant: Gregarious – Diving bird– Breeds in colonies –Mainly black, shiny plumage – stiff-tailed - Long hooked yellow-gray bill – Holds its neck in an S Shape and keeps it straight when flying – web-footed.
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Syrigma sibilatrix - Whistling Heron: its most common call, a "loud, flute-like whistled kleeer-er"- Colorful plumage – crown and nuchal feathers are black - bluish – Neck and chest are yellowish – Long pink bill with blue to violet at the base and the distal third black – Juveniles are more pale – Frequents aquatic environments and rural and woodland areas.
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Columba livia – Domestic Pigeon

Gregarious – dark bluish-gray – glossy greenish and reddish-purple iridescence along its neck – two black bars on its pale gray wings and a great variety of shapes and colors - Its bill is gray-black with a conspicuous off-white cere – Long wings – Short and purplish-red feet – 2 white eggs – Frequents different environments related to human constructions– widely introduced elsewhere, especially in cities. 
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Larus maculipennis - Brown –hooded Gull 

Gregarious – Noisy – Nests in colonies – white head with some obvious dark bar at hind edge of ear coverts and a further spot above the eye, gray upper-body, brownish-gray iris – Black hood in breeding plumage – Up to 4 spotted eggs – Long wings – Web-footed – It is found along the coast as well as along rivers, lakes and marshes.
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Phimosus infuscatus – Bared – faced Ibis 

Gregarious – Terrestrial – Fly in small groups – Breeds in colonies – Long legs and Neck  – Long, thin and decurved Bill – Bare face – It is found in marshes, wet meadows, savannahs and lakes.

